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Synopsis :
One day Tokugawa-Iyeyasu and Toyotomi-Hideyori had a
meeting at the N i jo  pa lace .  Kato-Kiyomasa, who attended 
Hideyori  on the occasion, could no t but eat the poisonous 
bun served by Shibukawa, a Tokugawa r e t a in e r .
Ikeda-Terumasa and Asan o - Sakinaga, K iy omas a ’ s 
f e l l o w  r e ta in e r s  fo l low ed  h is  example and was about to k i l l  
each other to cover up the f a c t ,  when K i y o m asa came to 
dissuade then saying that i t  would only aggravate the rupture 
between the two famil i e s .
Kiyomasa h im se l f  made up h is  mind to return home to con­
c e i l  the cause o f  h is  disease from public  knowledge.
Ono-Doken, a c r a f t y  r e ta in e r  to H ideyor i ,  however, 
sought f o r  h i s mother Lady Yodo 's favour and in s t iga ted  her 
to bear Iyeyasu malice .
Kiyomasa, r e g r e t fu l  o f  h is ,  stopped h is  plan o f  g oing 
home and decided to stay in Osaka in secre t ,  ready to que l l  
tumult when one should occur.
He, however, was much moved by the kindness o f  Sakakibara- 
Yasumasa, a Tokugawa r e ta in e r ,  and came to know that Iyeyasu 
had no malice aga inst  the Toyotomis.
So he started f o r  home committing a l l  to I yeyasu 's  kind
in ten t ion s .
ACT I
( F e s t i v a l
Scene I .
scene o f  the Gion Shrine Plum blossoms are in f u l l
bloom. The curta in r i s e s  w ith the sound o f  a f e s t i v a l  music. )
Organizer : Are you a l l  here? L e t ' s  a l l  go to the Toyokuni 
shrine at Amida-ga-mine in a procession when i t  
becomes dark.
Man I  : T h a t ' l l  be good. Well, our community i s  the best
arrayed o f  th is  f e s t i v a l .
Man I I . That ’ s a matter o f  course Gion i s  a place where most 
o f  the best a r t i s t e s  o f  Japan l i v e .  I t ' d  be a shame 
i f  i t  w eren 't  best arrayed.
Man I I I : And th e r e ' s  the popular song composed by the master 
newly-come from the East.
Man IV : And the orchestra people are veterans, too.
Man V: And the arrangement o f  dance by Master Fujima. 
Hope I t ' l l  be we l l -done .
Woman I : I t ' s  a l l  r igh t  with us women but how about you men?
Woman I I  : You 're  always out o f  tone and we have a bad time 
o f  i t  t ry in g  to k e ep  time.
Woman I I I : Let ' s  b e t t e r  have a rehearsa l  here .  *
Woman IV: And dance very w e l l  at Amida-ga-mine.
Woman V: Talk to them about i t ,  w i l l  you?
Organizer:  I t ' s  a good id ea ,  but i t ' s  becoming dark. L e t ' s  
ju s t  go in  procession.
(A l l  go out, accompanied by a gay music. The stage 
changes.)
Scene I I .
(The scene o f  the Toyotomi shrine at Amida-ga-mine. 
Mountains at the back . )
Joruri music: "There come two brave men
In the l i g h t  o f  the dim moon".
( I keda-Terumasa and Asano-S akinaga, dressed as
war r i o r s ,  come into stage separate ly  and meets
each other in m id -s tage . )
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J o r u r i : " The n igh t inga le  sings in the mountain 
and the echo comes back . "
Terumasa: Who’ s that?
Sakinaga: Why, you 're  Esq. Ikeda.
Teru : Oh, i t  sounds l i k e  Esq. Asano
Saki: You and I  ---------
Teru: With the same i n t e n t i o n ------
Saki: Have come here ---------
Teru: To bid farewel l to the honorable grave o f   
Highness Toyotom i 's .
hi s
Saki: And then I intend to go home.
Teru: And I , the same.
Joruri: " The moon Shines 
Through the boughs".
(The two s i t  on l i t t l e  r o ck s . )  
Teru: We l l ,  may I  ask i f  nothing was the matter with
you while you stayed at  home?
Saki: Wel l , I  suspect that the cakes o f f e r e d  by Shibukawa
3Teru:
Saki:
Teru:
Saki: 
Teru: 
Saki: 
Both:
Teru:
must have been poisonous. Were you a l l  r igh t?
I  thought so when they were o f f e r e d ,  and thought 
o f  r e fu s in g  to eat  i t .  But, as Shibukawa took 
much t roub le  in Tast ing  i t  h im se l f ,  I thought i t  
b e t t e r  to pretend not to know the fa c t .
Moreover, Esq. Kiyomasa ate one o f  them be fore  us 
and i t ’ d have been a shame i f  I  h es i ta ted .
I t ’ s as good as dying in b a t t l e - f i e l d  to be poisoned 
by an o f f e r i n g  to  the Toyokuni shrine.
So I  asked M in is ter  Hid e yo r i  to be discharged and 
have come here to b id  f a r e w e l l .  You meant to do the 
same, d id n ' t  you?
Sure I did. And we ’ d be good companions.
L e t ' s  ju s t  commit a happy despatch.
L e t ’ s ju s t  pay homage.
To the shrine f i r s t .
Now I pay homage to the d e i t y  Toyokuni. I ,  Terumasa 
Ikeda, fo l low ed  M in is te r  Hid eyo r i  to the N i jo  
palace. On that occasion, Shibukawa, one of the 
Tokugawa r e ta in e r s ,  served us cakes o f f e r e d  on 
the a l t a r .  I knew i t  was poisonous, but 
I couldn ’ t but eat. i t .  I ’ ve been to the b a t t l e  
f i e l d  se ve ra l  times but have survived. Now I ’m 
going to p r e fe r  honest death to shameful l i f e .
4Saki: And I ,  Sakinaga, have got the same in ten t ion .  The 
reason to a l l  th is  i s  that Lady Yodo has been con­
c e i t e d  and arrogant ever since you died. And she 
resen ts  the Tokugawas u n n e c e s s a r i l y . And i f  we 
try  to advise her out of doing so, she takes i t  
as i f  we had f o r g o t t en a l l  your kindness to us.
So we l o y a l  vassa ls  have nothing to d o ---------
Teru: But put our l i v e s  to end.
Saki: Excuse us f o r  d is turb ing  your r e s t in g  p lace .
Teru: Come, Esq. Asano.
Saki: The sooner, the b e t t e r ,
(They are ju s t  going to stab each o ther, when 
Kato-Kiyomasa appears from behind the stupa. )
Kiyomasa: Oh, you mustn't
Teru : Oh, you 're  Esq. Kato -------
K i y o : Deity  Toyokuni must be very  much contented w ith 
your f a i th fu ln e s s ,  but you mustn't die today.
Teru: And why?
Kiyo: I f  you two k i l l  you rse lves  ju s t  now, Ono and h i s  son 
w i l l  con tr ive  something desperate and i t ’ l l  put the 
M in is ter  to much troub le .  Are you s t i l l  go ing to 
di e ?
Teru : Oh, I don’ t mean to desert  him -------
Saki: I t ' s  a l l  fo r  him that we take t roub le .
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Two:
Kiyo:
Teru: 
K i y o :
Teru: 
Kiyo:
Teru: 
K iyo:
Teru:
Saki: 
Kiyo:
Why are you desert ing him, then?
W e l l -------
We l l ,  I think I needn’ t mention i t  to you now, 
but ever since Lord Hideyoshi died, the r e la t i o n  
between the Toyotomi and Tokugawa fa m i l i e s  has 
been on such a pressure. Are you sure that our 
army can get  b e t t e r  o f  the Tokugawas i f  we get 
in to  c o n f l i c t ?
Are you so a f r a id  of Tokugawa?
I ’m not .  I ’ ve intended to r e s i s t  him as soon 
as I get a smell o f  some conspiracy, but I ’ ve 
changed my mind today.
Why i s  i t ?
M in is ter  H ideyori  i s  now 19 years o ld .  He’ s to 
be under Esq. Tokugawa' s guardianship u n t i l  h e ’ s 
25.
Then you i n s i s t  to keep peace?
So long as he has such devoted r e t a in e r s  as 
Shibukawa, h e ’ s not  to be made l i t t l e  o f .  Don’ t be
so hasty .
Wel l , I think w e ' l l  jus t  comply with your 
advic e ----------
And go to home r e s p e c t i v e l y .
Then I can be at r e s t .
(A drum sounds from behind the s t a g e . )
6Teru: The drum i s  sounding f rom the h i l l  Amida-ga-mine 
informing that anyone may mount i t  to pay homage 
on t o- n i g h t ' s  f e s t i v a l .
Saki: Many c i t i z e n s  are coming up here, I think.
Kiyo: Now, sh a l l  we go? 
(Stage changes)
Scene I I I .
( S t r e e t  near Gion. The r i v e r  Kamo runs down-stage. A ba l la d  
sounds from behind the s tage . )
Song: "When the plum-blossom f a l l s  
The miscanthus comes out;
And so the town is
Always adorned with f lowers>
Yo iya-sa  Y o iya -sa . "
(A groupe o f  townspeople come dancing in to  stage and then
out Meantime Kiyoma sa, Terumasa and Sakinaga have appeared and 
looked at the procession. As the townspeople are out with 
the ir  f l o w e r l y l a n t e r n s : )
Kiyo: Have you heard the so n g ,  both o f  you?
Teru: That ’ s the ba l lad  very popular in Kyoto now.
Sak i : "When the plum-blossom f a l l , the mis canthus 
comes o u t ,  and so the town i s  always adorned
with f l o w e r s . "
Kiyo: The plum-blossom i s  the Toyotomi government.
Teru:
the miscanthus, the Tokugawas.
How m or t i f y in g  i t  i s .
(The three  l ook at each other,  as the Curtain
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F a l l s w ith  the sound o f  wooden c lapp ers . )
ACT  I I
Scene I .
(The b ig  Ha l l  o f  the Osaka Pa lace .  Four d a imyo ( feu da l  lo rds )  
si t  on stage as the curta in r i s e s . )
Lord I : W e l l , l a s t  n ight ,  Esq. Ono, the c h i e f  r e t a in e r ,
summoned us s u d d e n ly -------
Lord I I : Saying that there was a secret  counc i l .  So we four 
have come here be fore dawn.
Lord I I I : I t  must be something urgent.
Lord IV: Shall we go to h is  room?
Ono-Doken: (behind the s tage ) :  Oh, you needn’ t .  I 'm  ju s t
coming.
(Ono- Mich i ta k e  comes in from the r igh t . )
Doken: Thanks fo r  your labour to have come here .
Lords : And what 's  the secret, counci l ,  p le a s e?
Doken: W e l l , i t ' s  nothing but th is .  As Lord Hid e y o r i  
v i s i t e d  the Ni j o  palace, Hachiemon Shibukawa, o ld  
va ssa l  o f  Tokugawa, served some cakes t o the four 
attendants o f  my lo rd s .  I keda-Terumasa a n d  Asano- 
Sak inaga, two o f  them, asked fo r  leave and went home 
the very day. Asano, one of them, has been informed 
to have died f o r  d isease .  I t  must be fo r  the chin 
venom in the cake he ate and i t  cannot be l e f t
as i t  i s .
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9Lord I : W e l l  i t  was my l o r d ' s  f i r s t  v i s i t  to Kyoto,
and many o f  our brave r e t a in e r s  attended on h i m -------
Lord I I : Wi t h  Kiyomasa at the head.
Lord I I I : So the smart Lord I y eyasu seemed to have been a f r a id  
o f  our guard and, so enterta ined us very hosp i tab ly .
Lord I V : I t ' s  h igh ly  improper that he should have planned to 
poison Ikeda and As ano.
Doken: We must f i r s t  examine i f  there was the awful
plan or not .  The fa c t  that old S hibukawa, who
took a tas te ,  died on the very day, i s  surely  a
convincing p roo f .  I think we ’ l l  have to provide
fo r  k i l l i n g  Lord I yeyasu not to l e t  him go on his
way any more.  W hat do you think?
Lord I : Of course I ’ m o f  the same opinion. Lord I yeyasu 
i s  very ambitions though he pretends to be 
modest.
Lord I I : His poisoning our f e l l o w  r e t a iners  -----
Lord I I I : I s  the preparation f o r  ki l l i n g  our lo rd  and then to 
ru le  over  the country.
Lord IV: The only thing fo r  us to do i s  t a ke advantage------
Lord I: And get  I yeyasu 's  head.
Lord I I : L e t ’ s make preparat ions.
Doken: I t ’ s admirable o f  you to say so. We mustn’ t lo se  time
Hirano -Nagayasu (behind the s t a g e ) : I t ’ s no use to make such
a plan
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A l l  f i v e : Who's that?
(Nagayasu comes in t o  s t a g e . )
Doken: Why, y ou 'r e  Esq. Hirano ------
Lord I : And what 's  your reason fo r  stopping us?
Nagayasu: Wel l ,  i t ' l l  be accused of being ca re le ss  i f  you 
s ta r t  something b e fo re  making sure that they have 
d ied o f  poison. Moreover, i t  may cause a g en e ra l  
tumult against your w i l l .
Doken: Oh, i t ' s  cowardly of you to be a f r a id  o f  the in -
f luence o f  Lord Tokugawa.
Lord I : We j u st plan fo r  our lo rd .
Lord I I : And try to save the country out o f  t roub le .
Lord I I I : You are d i s l o y a l  to stop us.
Naga: I ’m sure I 'm not .  I  try to stop you f o r
my l o r d ’ s sake.
Fiv e  : How is  i t ?
Naga : Ever since Lord Hideyoshi d i e d , Tokugawa has 
gained over the people with h is  benevolence and 
have t r i e d  to conquer the whole country as soon as 
he f in ds  a chance. I f  you ever make the lea s t  
movement to r e s i s t  him, i t ' l l  cause a f a t a l  destruct ion  
fo r  our lord and h is  f a m i ly .
Doken: I t ' s  because you 're  cowardly that you think so. 
I t ’ s the surest p roo f  that  Sh i bukawa died on the
same day. This is  the only chance to punish 
I yeyasu fo r  poisoning our valuable w arr io rs .
I t ' s  d i s l o y a l  to h e s i t a t e  now.
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Naga: 
Doken:
Naga:
Doken:
Naga:
Boy: 
Doken: 
Boy:
Lord I : 
Doken:
Lor d s :
I ’m not s o sure Shibukawa died f o r  poison.
Do you say that you 're  sure he died o f  ordinary 
disease?
I don’ t say so. But Esq. K a ta g i r i ,  who brought
home h is  cake, partook o f  i t  with h i s mother and 
both o f  them are safe and sound. You, Esq. Ono, 
are to be very c a re fu l  being the c h ie f  r e t a in e r .  
I t ’ s h igh ly  improper o f  you to have in s t ig a te d  
these young peop le .  J ust t e l l  me so, i f  you 're  
quite sure about the poi sonin g . 
w e l l ---------
You ’ d b e t t e r  stop making consp irac ies .
( a  tea-boy comes in to  the s tage -passage . )
Lord Ono, please -------
Well?
Esq. Ki y omasa Kato has come to the palace and 
begs you to ask my lord fo r  h is  l e a v e . 
For h is  l e a v e ?
I t ’ s s t r a nge he comes here now, f o r  I was sure he
had died o f  poison. W e l l , sha l l  we go and see to
i t ?
Certa in ly  we s h a l l .
(Al l  the f i v e  r e t i r e  from stage.
Nagayasu, l e f t  behind ------- :)
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Naga: Ever since he f i r s t  went to war when very young,
he has been to many a b a t t l e - f i e l d  and has been 
always very brave. He's not a man to go home 
leav ing  my lord in th is  d i f f i c u l t  cond it ion .
I f  the p o i s o n ----- (A pause)
Naga: Or, sh a l l  I pray in to  h is  mind? 
(The stage changes.)
Scene I I .
(The back-pa la ce in Osaka-jo. H ideyor i ,  as a ch i ld ,  s i t s  
on a th ick cushion. Ladies in attendance s i t  in a row at
h is  back.
Joruri: " I t  i s  in the inner rooms of the Osaka palace 
Where Lord Hideyor i  s i t s  
Attended by many l a d i e s . "
"Katagir i-Katsumoto, h is  tutor,
a ppears and says:"
Katsumoto: My lo rd .  As I have said to you b e fo re ,  Kiyomasa
has been asking fo r  lea ve .  I asked your honorable
mother as to i t  and she says she leaves  i t  to
your d is c r e t ion .  Give him your leave p lease.
H id e y o r i : I ’ l l  g ive  him leave i f  mother thinks i t  proper.
Katsu: Thank you so much, my lo rd .
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Okura
Shokei
Ka tsu :
Hide:
Katsu:
Shokei 
K i y o :
Joruri
no-Tsubone, a lady in attendance: Kiyomasa f i r s t  went
to war when he was th ir te en  and has been a brave 
f i g h t e r  ever  s ince .  Your honorable fa ther  Lord
Hideyoshi used to say that Kato was the best  o f  
w a r r io rs .  And he i s  now the b ig g e s t  o f  your 
r e t a in e r s  r e c e i v in g  a f i e f  o f  540,000 koku. I  wonder 
how i t  i s  that he asks f o r  l ea ve now.
-no-Tsubone, another l ady in attendance: Well, i t ’ s a
popular rumour that Esq. Tokugawa aims a t  murdering 
my lo rd  and taking ru le  o f  the country. I  don’ t 
believe i t  whol ly  true, but i t ’ s rather strange 
he should go home a t  such a d i f f i c u l t  t ime.
Your honorable mother th in ks that he must have 
got some secre t  cause.
We l l ,  I  suspect i t ’ s so, but Kiyomasa i s  quite 
r eso lu te  about i t .  May I  t e l l  him he can come 
in to  your presence, my lord?
I ' d so much l i k e  to see him. Ca l l  him here , w i l l
you?
He’ s jus t  w a i t in g  f o r  your summon.
Cal l  him, l a d ie s .
(address ing toward behind s ta g e ) :  Come in, Kiyomasa.
C er ta in ly .
"There appears Kato-Kiyomasa, 
Unusually depressed and d e j e c t e d . "
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Kiyomasa (squatt ing  in the stage passage):  I am so g lad to
Okura:
have the honour o f  seeing you.
Well,  you 've asked to see my lord  to ask fo r  
leave  -----------
Shokei: So h e 's  w a i t in g  f o r  you.
Hide: Co me nearer ,  Kiyomasa.
K iy o : Yes, my lo rd ,  (approaches. )
Katsu: T e l l  the honorable lady that Kiyomasa has come.
Okura & Shoke i ) :  C e r ta in ly ,  ( a bout to g o . )
Lady Yodo: You needn 't  come. I ’ m j ust coming.
J o r u r i : "So saying, Lady Yodo comes in 
Attended by many chamber-maids.
Though she i s  now, a widow,
She s t i l l  i s  p re t t y  and n o b le - lo o k in g . "
Yodo: Now, Kiyomasa, I ' v e  heard a l l  about you from
Katsumoto. You want to go home?
K iyo : We l l ,  my lady, I ’m over f i f t y  now.
Let me have a l i t t l e  time f or me, p lease .—
Yodo (peeping in to  h is  f a c e ) :  Come nearer .
K i y o : Yes, my lady .
Yodo (accompanied by a music):  I t  may be needless to say
so, but t he la te  Lord Hideyoshi gave you the 
fam i ly  name o f  Toyotomi and deemed you as a 
member o f  the fam i ly .  We've r e l i v e d  on you 
ever since he d ied .  I don 't  understand how
i t  i s  that you ask f o r  l eave now.
You once said you 'd stay here u n t i l  Lord
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Joruri:
Kiyo:
J o r u r i :
Kat su:
H ideyor i  becomes 15 years old and able to ru le  
over the country h im se l f .  I t ' s  rumoured that Esq. 
Tokugawa plans to get r id  o f  my lo rd .  Are you 
a f r a id  o f  the Tokugawa powers and t ry  to conce i l  
y ou rs e l f ?  I t ' s  cowardly o f  you.
"Kiyomasa, s t i l l  p e r s is t in g .
In  conce i t in g  h is  i n t e n s i o n --------- "
Wel l ,  my lady, I have been to many a f i g h t in g  
f i e l d  inc lud ing  Yamazaki, Shizugaoka, Satsuma 
and other p laces .  And I have been always 
v i c t o r io u s .  I 'm not at  al l  a f r a id  o f  Esq.
Tokugawa. And he is a warr ior  both brave and 
benevolent. He cannot be so v io l e n t  as to plan to murder 
my l o r d .  And, even i f  he t r i e s  to ,  K a ta g i r i -  
Katsumoto i s  with my lord  to take care o f  him and 
th is  Osaka cas t le  i s  equal to any enemy. Moreover,
I ,  too, sha l l  come any time when there i s  some th ing 
the matter w ith my l o r d .  You needn 't  worry 
about anything.
"As he says so,
hi s  words are so sincere 
That no one ever dreams o f  doubting i t . "  
We l l ,  my lady, as he says h im se l f ,  he is  not a 
man to desert  h is  lo rd  and his f r i e n d s .  Just 
b e l i e v e  him and comply w ith h is  request ,  p lease .
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Yodo: I t ' s  r e a l  that he is  a lo y a l  and trust-worthy man 
(Kiyomasa and Katsumoto look at each other 
rather  awkw ard ly . )
Yodo (without n o t i c in g  the ir  countenance).
You must be very  t i r e d  a f t e r  many y e a r s ’ s e r v ic e .  
I think you may go home and res t  y o u rs e l f .
Kiyo: Oh, w i l l  you comply w ith  my request, then?
Yodo: Rest y ou rs e l f  at home and have a peaceful winter 
o f  l i f e .
Kiyo: Thank you my lady .  And thank you fo r  your 
mediation, Esq, Katsumoto .
Ka tsu : I ’m g lad f o r  you.
Kiyo: Oh, thank you. 
Okura: Wel l , we sha l l  never f o r g e t  the serv ice  you did 
on the occasion o f  the big earthquake the other 
year.
Sh o k e i : You looked so brave and f u l l  o f  s p i r i t  then. 
But now you look pale and worr ied .  Take good 
care o f  y o u rs e l f ,  please.
Maid I : W e ' l l  hope to see you f u l l  o f  s p i r i t  again.
Maid I I : Hope f o r  my l o r d ' s  growing-up.
Maid I I I : He's so fond o f  you and c a l l s  you "unc le . "
Maid IV: You'd b e t t e r  g iv e  him a fa rew e l l g r e e t in g .
Kiyo: I t ’ s so kind o f  you to say so.
Katsu: Just take your leave o f  him in th is  world - - -  
I mean at th is  p la ce .
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J o r u r i : "Then Lord Hideyori
Leaves h i s  cushion
H id e y o r i :
Kiyomasa:
Katsu:
Hide: 
Kiyo:
Now, Kiyomasa, I ’ l l  g ive  you leave  you ask.
Go home and have a r e s t .
Thank you so much fo r  your benevolent d i s c r e t i o n . 
Come nearer  my lo rd ,  Kiyomasa.
(approaching H ideyor i  h i m s e l f . )  My lo rd ,  l i s t e n  
to  what he says, p le a se .
Say anything you l i k e . 
Oh, thank you my l o r d .  W e l l ,  though I have 
rece ived  much more benevolence than I deserve,
I ’m taking a l i f e - l o n g  leave o f  you. Now, l i s t e n  
to what I say, p le a se .
(Accompanied by samisen  mus i c . )
as  you were born and became possessed o f  d i s c r e s io n ,  
you took to me c a l l i n g  me "u n c l e ". I t  i s  aw fu l  to
say so but I have always deemed, you as my own 
c h i l d .
Wel l ,  as I am tak ing  leave, I ’ l l  have no other  
chance to see you. As you ru le  over the country  
a f t e r  I 'm  dead, l i s t e n  to what Katsumoto says 
and never try  to r e s i s t  the Tokugawas .
I f  you become, intimate w ith  Esq.  Iyeyasu i s  i f  he 
were your f a th e r ,  y o u ' l l  be ab le  to ru le  over the 
country with the people tak ing  to you.
and have done as much as p o s s i b l e  f o r  me, I am 
now too o ld  to remain in s e r v i c e .  I  f e e l  that
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What I have said is  something corresponding your 
honorable f a t h e r ’ s w i l l .  Comply with i t ,  p lease .
J o r u r i : " As Kiyomasa g iv e s  h is  advice 
The young lord  answers 
Wi t h  tears in h i s  e y e s . ”
Hide: I t ’ s a l l  r i g h t  about i t .  But, a re you never coming 
back, as you go home now?
K iyo : Oh, I should l i ke so much to come back a f t e r  some 
time o f  r e s t ,  but as I ' m bent and furrowed- 
faced with age, I cannot but go i f  the boat comes to 
take me to the other shore o f  the l i f e .
J o r u r i : "And h is  t ea rs  r o l l  down h is  cheek 
As he r e lu c t a n t l y  takes l eave 
Of his  be loved lo rd .
Young Lord H ideyor i ,  too,
Winks hard t ry in g  not to c r y . ”
Hide: Le t  me have a good look at you, then.
(C l ings  to Kiyomasa’ s beard and peeps in to  h is  
face.)
K iy o : Let me, please.
J o ru r i : "Kiyomasa, though so brave,
Is  very much touched with the part ing .
Katsu:
Katsumoto, consider ing how hard i t  must be, s a y s : ”
I t ’ s natural that my lo rd  should be so r e l e vant to 
l e t  h is  f a v o r i t e  Kiyomasa go, and Kiyomasa, to 
leave  h is  young lo rd  behind I  cou ldn 't  he lp  shedding 
tears  over your sorrow.
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Yodo: I t ' s  human that Kiyomasa, though so brave, should
be moved by my l o r d ' s  tendernes s .
Okura: We h e a r t i l y  sympathize with y o u -------
Shoke i : And have shed tears  o f  compassion.
K iy o : Thank you fo r  a l l  y our kindness I ’ ve shed i ron  
t e a r s . Ha-ha-ha .
Yodo: L e t ' s  g ive  him a part ing  cup. Get ready, maids.
Maids: C e r ta in ly , my l ady.
Doken (Behind the s t a g e ) :  I ' v e  got i t  ready
J o r u r i : "Ono-Doken, who a lways curr ies  favour with Lady Yodo, 
Comes in w i th  two pages
Carrying a cup, a bo t t le  and some d ishes . "
Yodo: Wh y , you’re Ono-Doken
I ' m contented with your kind s o l i c i tu d e
Doken: I 'm eve r -honored .
Yodo: Now, Kiyomasa, have a cup before you go.
Kiyo : But, I 'm  in a hurry, so-------
Doken: I t ' s  s e l f i s h  o f  you to say so.
Take the cup with thanks to my lord  and my lady .
Kiyo: But-------
Doken: You usua l ly  drink so much.
Have you got something in your 
take the cup?
mind to re fuse to
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Kiyo:
Doken: 
Kiyo: 
Katsumoto
Hide:
Kiyo: 
Hide: 
Kiyo: 
Yodo: 
K i y o : 
Doken :
Hide: 
K i y o : 
Doken: 
K iy o : 
J o r u r i :
I ’m very  much honored w ith my la d y 's  words o f  
kindness but I abstain from wine fo r  some spec ia l  
in v o c a t io n .
why, you -------
Y es , t h a t ' s  i t .
( t r y in g  to back up Kiyomasa) : I t ' s  awful to
contrad ic t  my l a d y ’ s words, but invocations 
mustn't be broken. I ask you, my lady, excuse him, 
please.
I ’ l l  g iv e  th is  to you fo r  keepsake, then.
(Hands h is  fan to Kiyomasa.)
Thank you very much, my lo rd .
Give me s omething, too -------
B u t ------
Oh, g iv e  him something, K iyomasa.
But i t ' s  aw e- in sp ir in g .
I t ' s  ungra te fu l  o f  you to refuse the o f f e r e d  
pa r t in g  cup and then to g ive  my lo rd  nothing 
in return f o r  h is  fan. You'd b e t te r  mention him 
something, my lo rd .
I won't  l e t  you go without m y  keepsake.
But I'm  vexed ----------
How about a memento?
W e l l ---------
"As he i s  at  h is  w i t ’ s end,
I t  occurs to him to s in g  th e  b a l lad :»
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K iy o : w e l l ,  my lord ,  I ' v e  go t an idea .
Yodo: And what i s  i t ?
Katsu: W e l l ......... ?
Kiyo: No a r t i c l e .  I t ’ s ju s t  a ba l lad  now very popular 
in Kyoto.  Th ink i t  my souvenir, p lease.
Katsu: And i t ’ s a good idea.
Doken: I ’ ve heard the song and seen the dance, too . 
You'd b e t t e r  ask h im to dance while s inging.
Hide: T h a t ' l l  be so much b e t t e r .
K i y o : I t ' s  too much o f  you to a s k  i t .  I ’ m very  bad at 
such things.
Hide: Do dance, uncle.
Doken: I t ' s my l o r d ’ s wishes.
Kiyo: I r e c e iv e  i t .  (Much vexed.)
Katsumoto: We l l ,  K i y oma s a ,  i t ’ l l  be a good chance to 
r e t i r e -------
Kiyo: I ’ l l  comply w ith  my l o r d ’ s w ishes.
don't l a ugh at me, p lease ,  f o r  I 'm  very  bad at
i t .  (Under h is  breath) What sh a l l  I  do?
Joruri: "When the plum-blossom f a l l s ,
The miscanthus comes out;
And so the town i s
a lways  adorned w ith  f lo w e rs .
M o i - y o i  y o i y a - s a . "
(Kiyomasa dances awkwardly as he s in gs .)
Hide: How amusing.
Kiyo: Let  me take leave now.
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Katsu 
Hide: 
Kiyo:
Hide:
K i y o :
Katsu: 
Kiyo: 
Katsu: 
Kiyo: 
Hide: 
Kiyo:
Doken
Hide: 
Doken:
Let him have i t ,  please, my lo rd .
Take good care o f  y o u rs e l f .
I ' l l  hope fo r  your good hea lth , my lo rd .
(Kiyomasa is  about to go out through the stage- 
passage, when H ideyori  s ta r t s  from Katsumoto’ s 
laps and fo l lo w s  him.)
Are you go ing now?
Yes, my lo rd .  Now, Esq. Katsumoto, I  hardly  need 
to say, but be very ca re fu l  w ith  your duty o f  a s s i s t ­
ing  the young lord .
don’ t worry about i t ,  fo r  I ’ l l  do i t  even fo r  l i f e .  
I ' l l  go home w ith  r e l i e f ,  then.
But i t  is  the l as t -------
Your leave ,  my lo rd  -----
Fare you w e l l .
Oh, thank you, my lo rd .  (Goes ou t . )
( H ideyor i  fo l lo w s  him w ith  h is  eyes. K a ta g i r i  
f e e l s  p i t y  fo r  the young l o r d . )
( i r r i t a t e d ) :  You'd b e t t e r  return to your usual
seat, my lo rd .
may I  see him o f f  up in the tower?
You'd b e t te r  not, for i t ' l l  d isgrace your 
a u t h o r i t y .
He may look out in the tower i f  he l i k e s .
At your d is c r e t io n ,  Katsumoto.
Yodo:
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Katsu :  I think you may do so. To the tower, my l o r d .
Okura; My  lo rd  -------
Maids: We' l l  f o l l o w  you.
( Stage changes . )
Scene I I I
(Kiyomasa's r e s id en ce .  The master of  the house doses j u s t  
with in  the th resho ld .
(A pause)
Suddenly, Kiyomasa awakes and looks round. )
Kiyomasa: Why, i t  was a dream -------
(accompanied by a samisen music. )
w e l l ,  I have taken leave o f  my lo rd  a t  the c a s t le  
today. But, as I have l e f t  something untold, I ’ve 
been w orry ing  about i t .  That ’ s why I ' v e  dreamed 
of the time when I look leave  of  my lo rd  when he 
was very young and he clung to my beard .
He clung so much to me and i t  has been a lways in  
my mind.
(Denzo, the v a l l e t ,  comes into s t a g e . )
sound the movement of Ono - Doken and h i s  son. I ’ve 
heard that they are  g e t t in g  ready for  an attack  on 
the mansion o f  Es q .  Tokugawa.
Den: Master ------------
K iyo :  Wha t ’ s that ,  Denzo?
Den: I have been, at your, order,  to the cast le  to
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Kiyo :
Den:
Kiyo: 
Den: 
K i y o :
You say that th e y ’ ve gone and s ta r ted  an incon- 
s idera te  action?
I t  may cause a genera l  tumult o f  the country. 
I t ’ s because o f  Lady Yodo 's  p a r t i a l i t y  f o r  Ono 
She’ s a woman a f t e r  a l l .
I  cannot go home in r e l i e f .
(The curtain f a l l s  with the sound o f  wooden 
c lappers as the two look at each o th e r . )
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ACT I I I .  Scene I .
(A stable in the l e f t .  I t  has an entrance of six feet.
A gate with a cross-bar at the middle of the stage. A 
small pine-tree. This i s  Kiyomasa Kato's residence in Osaka. 
Footman Kakusuke with a towel around his head i s  surrounded 
by four other footmen. Footman Mamesuke is  near him.
Denzo is  in the r igh t .  Curtain opens with music.)
Four Footmen: Be quiet, be quiet!
Denzo: Hey, footmen! You are strangers here. Why do
you make such noises?
Mamesuke: Excuse me, but we two are footmen serving at your
neighbour's. This Kakusuke here i s  now su ffer ing  
from smallpox. He has not become better,  when 
we have heard that the disease recovers i f  the patient 
is  stepped over by the horse of this mansion. So 
we asked your footmen and have taken the patient  
here.
Denzo: I'm surprised to hear i t .
Of course the epidemic w i l l  be cured when the 
patient i s  stepped over by my master's excellent  
steed. But my master started for his native 
land the day before yesterday, and he took his  
horse with him. So the horse i s  not here.
Footman A: But in this stable ------------
Four Footmen: The horse i s  ------
Denzo: Shut up! I told you footmen that the horse
was not here. And you made such a blunder. You
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Footman A:
f o o l s !
(The footmen understand what he means . )
Oh, I  see. The horse i s  not here, o f  course.
Footman B: Our master took i t  with him the day be fore  yesterday
Footman C: We f o r g o t  i t .  But now we remember that the 
horse i s  not here.
Four Footmen: We made a mistake.
Mamesuke: I d idn ’ t know i t ,  so I bought some wine and got 
some peas f o r  the horse and took the patient 
here. I t ’ s a loss  o f  two l i t r e s  o f  wine to me.
Kakusuke: I won 't  be b i t t en  by a horse .  Help me! Help me! 
( He pushes others away and runs away to the l e f t .  
Mamesuke and other footmen fo l lo w  him.)
Denzo: Footmen are always t a l k a t i v e .  I t ' s  a t roub le .  
(Music) When my master heard o f  Ono's behaviour 
the other day, he ordered h is  r e ta in ers  to leave 
in s ta te  fo r  h is  home place, and he h im se l f  has 
been stay ing  in the room, I don’ t know why. His 
horse in th is  stable is a lso d i s p i r i t e d  and takes 
nothing at a l l .  I t ' s  ve ry  strange .  My master t o ld  
me that I  should say to any messenger that my 
master had l e f t  f o r  h is  home p lace .  I don’ t 
understand the reason, but I to ld  a l l  h is  
r e ta in e r s  as I had been to ld .  The footmen, 
however, are ch a t te r -boxes , and they must have
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Fu j i i : 
Denzo:
Fujii :
Denzo:
Fu ji i :
Denzo: 
Fuji i :
Denzo:
spoken to others o f  my master ’ s be ing confined to the 
room. I t ’ s a bother that we have had so many people 
come to ask a f t e r  h is  hea l th .
( F u j i i ,  an o ld w a i t re s s ,  comes in from the ga te .
She is  n i c e l y  dressed and ca r r ie s  a s i l v e r  p i t ch e r .  
She wears a pa ir  o f  garden c l o g s . )
Oh, you 're  been here, Denzo?
I  d id n ’ t expect you to come.
What brought you here?
Our master k ind ly  to ld  me to g ive  the horse some 
water which had been o f f e r e d  to the Myoken Shrine,  
so I  brought i t  here.
Thank you for  your t r o u b le .
I t ’ s strange that the horse which had never f a l l e n  
i l l  b e fo r e  should be sick and eat nothing a t  a l l .
When he heard o f  i t ,  he was ve ry  anxious and thus 
gave h a l f  of the sacred water ,
Then I ’ l l  g ive  i t  to the horse now.
P lease  do so.
(Music. Denzo goes in to  the stable  and d e r iv e s  out 
the s o r r e l  horse w ith  him. He c a r r i e s  out a m anger  
and put i t  b e fo re  the h o rs e .  F u j i i  pours some 
water in to  the manger out o f  the p i t ch e r .  The 
horse drinks i t .  The two look at the s i g h t . )
F u j i i i  t hough he i s  an animal, the horse must 
apprec ia te  our master 's  benevolence,  fo r  he g la d ly
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Fuj i i :
Denzo: 
F u j i i :
Den: 
F u j i i : 
Denzo: 
F u j i i :
Two:
Page:
F u j i i : 
Denzo: 
Fu j i  i :
Denzo:
Page:
bend down and drinks the water.
Though he doesn 't  speak, I  see tears  in h is  
eyes, and he leaves  not a drop o f  the water.
He has drunk i t  to the la s t  drop.
Sacred water in the m anger .
He seems to know the benevolence.
I t ’ s natural because ----
Our master i s  so kind and tender.
He i s  kind to a l l .
He i s  so m erc i fu l .
(A page comes in from the g a t e . )
F u j i i - d o n o ! Lord Hirano Omi has come to inquire  
a f t e r  our master 's  hea l th .
Lord Hirano again?
Please turn him away.
I ' l l  see him. (She goes out through the ga te .  
Denzo b r id l e s  the horse again..)
Hey, Bungo. Lead the horse in to  the s ta b le .
Be quick.
C er ta in ly ,  s i r ,
(He leads  the horse to the s tab le .  Denzo c a r r i e s  
the manger in to  the s tab le .  The page c loses  the 
door. )
What e ls e  can I  do f o r  you?
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Denzo:
Page: 
Denzo:
Mamesuke:  
Kakusuke: 
Mamesuke:
Kakusuke:
Mamesuke:
Go to  the neighbour ’ s gate and ask s e c r e t l y  i f
a footman named Kakusuke went out o f  the gate when 
he was su f f e r in g  from smallpox.
C er ta in ly ,  s i r . (Goes out to the l e f t . )
I f  the f a c t  that my master i s  staying here in 
secret  should be known to the neighbour, i t  would 
be my f a u l t .  I ought to be very ,  very c a r e fu l .
Now I ’ l l  go to my room and wait  there fo r  a r ep o r t .  
(Music .  Denzo goes out through the gate.  Kakusuke 
comes in running from the l e f t  and peeps into the 
s tab le .  Mamesuke comes in from the l e f t . )
I f in d  you.
(He speaks these words loud ly  and then looks 
around. Kakusuke in a low v o i c e . )
By the way, ne i ther  you nor I have any reason to 
help the Kanto fo rces .  But we serve as spies 
f o r  reward. I t ’ s only a means to get money.
I f  we repor t  to the Kanto fo rc e s  that Kiyomasa i s  
s tay ing  here in h is  res idence pretending to have 
l e f t  fo r  h is  home p lace ,  we can get  as much money 
as we des ire  fo r  reward.
Now I ’ l l  s t ea l  into the house and get  further  
in fo rm at ion .
I ’ l l  go and repor t  to the Kanto fo rc es  that the 
horse i s  here in the stab le .
Get fu r ther  in formation, p lease .
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Kakusuke: That 's  quite a l l  r i g h t .
Go at once and repor t  i t .
Mamesuke: Be ca re fu l  l est you should be caught.
Kakusuke: I 'm a l l  r i g h t .  You take care.
Mamesuke: So long, Kakusuke.
Kakusuke ( in  a loud v o i c e ) :  L e t ’ s d iv ide  the reward
equa l ly ,  you know.
Mamesuke: Hush!
(The two look around. Sound o f  b e l l .  The stage 
r e v o l v e s . )
Scene I I
(A par lour .  S l id in g  screens in the back. Lord Nagayasu
Hirano is  seated in the r i g h t .  An ash-tray  in f r o n t  o f  him.
Waitress F u j i i  i s  in the l e f t .  Stage stops w ith  music. )
F u j i i :  I 'm  aw fu l ly  sorry  to  say when you are k ind ly  come,
but my master has l e f t  here and so he can ' t  see 
you.
Nagayasu: I ' v e  come here to inquire a f t e r  K a to 's  hea lth ,
because I heard that he was i l l .  But he l e f t  
fo r  h is  home place in the morning the day be fore  
yesterday?
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Fu j i i :
Nagayasu:
Fu j i i :
Nagayasu: 
F u j i i :  
Nagamasa:
Fu j i i :
When he took leave  o f  Udaij in-Ke (H ideyor i  
Toyotomi ) the other day, he immediately l e f t  
here on the fo l lo w in g  morning.
I t ’ s a g rea t  r e g r e t .  I could guess what Kiyomasa 
was th ink ing .  But as there were many wicked persons 
in the ca s t le ,  I parted with him cu r t ly  on
purpose. as I  heard that he was i l l ,  I  have come 
here to ask h is  opinion. But he has l e f t  f o r  home. 
I  came too l a t e .  I t  was my error  that I d id n ’ t 
come e a r l i e r .  I t ’ s indeed a g rea t  p i t y .
Mr. Susukida came ju s t  now. But I turned him 
away w ith  the same apo logy . as you are e s p e c i a l l y  
int imate w ith  our master, he meant to c a l l  on 
you or in v i t e  you before s ta r t in g .  But as he 
had to leave  at once, he could not do s o . He 
l e f t  here in the morning the day be fo re  yes terday ,  
t e l l i n g  me to ask your pardon a fterwards .
On some urgent business?
Yes .
I see .  Now that he has gone, t h e r e ’ s no help for 
i t ,  Fu j i i .  And did your master Kiyomasa l e f t  
fo r  home in good health?
Yes, quite in good health. Though i t  was Before 
dawn, he said he would s ta r t  on fo o t  because i t  
would be improper to go otherwise in Osaka.
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Nagayasu: I  f e e l  r e l i e v e d  to hear i t .
F u j i i : What do you mean?
Nagamasa: L is ten  to me, F u j i i . To t e l l  the truth, when 
I saw him in the cast le  the other day, I f e l t  
r e l i e v e d  be cause he was as healthy as ever .
Terumasa and Yukinaga had died o f  i l l n e s s  a t  th e i r  
homes. I t  was strange that Kiyomasa was asked to 
leave  the Udaij in-Ke,. So I  came here in secre t  
so as to ask h is  opin ion. But now I  f e e l  r e l i e v e d  
to hear that he has started fo r  home in good 
hea lth .  I b e l i e v e  you also w i l l  go home a f terwards .  
Then please t e l l  him what I was th ink ing.
F u j i i i You have always been good f r iends  with him. You 
are so kind as to have come with  such in ten t ion .  
I ’m r e a l l y  sorry .  I can ’ t t e l l  you ---------
Nagayasu: What?
F u j i i : No, - - -  My master w i l l  be glad when I  t e l l  him 
what you sa id .
Nagayasu: I think I 'm go ing now.
F u j i i : Good-bye, Lord Hirano.
Nagayasu: I t ’ s a great  p i t y  indeed!
(He stands up. Denzo opens a s l i d in g  screen in 
the r i g h t  and comes in . )
Denzo: Lord Hirano! Just a moment, p lease .  ( Si t s  down
and make a bow.)
Nagayasu: Wh a t ’ s the matter, Denzo?
Denzo: Excuse me, but please go to my master ’ s s i t t i n g  
room. My master t o ld  me to ask you so.
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Nagayasu: 
Fuj i i :
Denzo:
Fuji i :
Page: 
Fu j i i :
Page:
Fu j i i :
Page:  
F u j i i :
Joruri:
Then K iyom asa ---------?
No, he couldn’ t be ---------
P lease fo l lo w  me.
(Denzo and Nagayasu go out from the sl i d ing-door 
in the r i g h t . )
Oh, what on earth does i t  mean? Master t o ld  me 
that I  should say to any v i s i t o r  that he had l e f t  
f o r  home, should never say he is i l l .  And master 
h im se l f  sends fo r  h is  v i s i t o r .  The s t ipu la t ion
has been v i o l a t e d  by master  h im se l f ,
(The page appears to the stage passage. )
I ’ ve got something to t e l l  you.
What i s  i t ?
Lord Shikibu Sakakibara has come as messenger o f  
the Tokugawas.
What? Messenger o f  the Tokugawas?
Yes, ma’ am. (Goes ou t . )
Well ,  sha l l  I  ask master? No, I  b e l i e v e  I must 
say to a messenger from the Tokugawas that master 
l e f t  fo r  home.
"When she is  w a i t in g  fo r  a wh i le ,  Shikibu 
Sakakibara, honourable w arr ior  o f  Kanto as 
messenger o f  h is  master, comes in courteously. 
Fu j i i  r e c e iv e s  him."
(C lap pers . Yasumasa Sakakibara in "Kamishimo" 
and wearing two swords appears to the stage
passage.
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F u j i i : Oh, Lord Shikibu Sakakibara!  Many, many thanks
f o r  your trouble  to come here as messenger from
Yasumasa:
Lord Tokugawa.
I ’ ve ju s t  heard Lord Higo (Kiyomasa) l e f t  fo r  home. 
I apprec ia te  your trouble as care taker .
Fuji i :  Thank you for  your compliment.
F i r s t  come here , pl e a s e .
Yasumasa: Excuse me.
Joruri: "Making a bow, he takes h is  seat" .
(Yasumasa comes to the stage, and s i t s  down in 
the r i g h t .  F u j i i  puts the ash-tray  in f r o n t  o f  
him."
F u j i i : You must have been t i r e d  w ith  your long journey 
away from Fushimi. I ’ l l  serve you a cup o f  tea 
very  soon. F i r s t  have some tobacco and take a r e s t ,  
p l e a s e .
Yasumasa: Don’ t put y o u r s e l f  to any trouble on my account
when your- master has gone away.
F u j i i : And f o r  what message have you come today? P lease 
t e l l  me the business that I may convey your message
to my master.
Yasumasa: When you go home, please convey my message to 
Lord Higo.
F u j i i : And what is  the message, may I  ask?
Yasumasa: I ’ ve c ome here to inqu ire  a f t e r  h is  hea lth  
by order of the Ogosho ( I yeyasu) as I  d idn ’ t
know that he had l e f t  f o r  home.
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Fu j i i :
Yasumasa :
Joruri :
Yes, y es !  (She pro s t ra t e s  h e r s e l f  be fore  Yasumasa.)
As you know, on occasion o f  the f e s t i v a l  o f  the
Toyokuni Shrine in Kyoto the other day,
Three Warriors: K a ta g i r i ,  Ikeda and Asano as w e l l  
as Lord Higo (Kiyomasa) went up to Kyoto accopany- 
ing the Udai j in -Ke, when at the mansion at Ni j o  
o f f e r in g s  to the Toyokuni Shrine were d is t r ib u ted  
to the attendants a f t e r  tasted by a person c a l l e d  
Hachiemon Shibukawa who was a member o f  the recep t ion  
committee. When Ikeda and Asano returned to th e i r  
home p laces ,  Asano died o f  i l l n e s s ,  they say. And 
i t  i s  rumoured that my master Iyeyasu p lo t t ed  to 
k i l l  the va l ian t  w arr io rs  who had rece ived  
favours  at the hands o f  the Toyo tom i 's .  We a l l  
were embarrassed by these rumours, when the Ogosho 
( Iyeyasu )  heard other rumours that Lord H igo (K iy  omasa) 
was h a s t i l y  going home a f t e r  taking leave o f  the 
Udai j in - K e  on account o f  g e t t in g  poisoned.
The Ogosho was very anxious when he heard these 
r umours, and ordered me to in v e s t i g a t e  whether 
Lord Higo returned to h is  home place safe and sound 
or returned owing to i l l n e s s .  So I  came here.
"He asked with an in ten t ion  and she answered
purposely w ith  a smile and looking at h im ."
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F u j i i : Oh, r e a l l y ?  I 'm  surprised to hear the order o f  the
Ogosho when I was wondering what was the message 
from him. My master Kiyomasa would be much 
pleased to hear h is  inqu iry ,  but he l e f t  f or 
home e a r l y  in the morning the day before yes te rday .  
Now I ’m s tay ing  here in hi s  absence I express my 
hear ty  thanks fo r  your kindness. I  think I ’ l l  go 
home shor t ly ,  when I ’ l l  t e l l  the story to my 
master.
Yasumasa: Did Lord Higo start  in good health?
F u j i i : Oh, yes .  Qu i te in good hea l th .  He said in good 
humour that h is  sons would be wa it ing  fo r  him as he 
was going home a f t e r  a long absence. He h a s t i l y  
s tarted  before dawn.
Yasumasa: Did he go by palanquin or on horseback?
F u j i i : We l l , ------he went on fo o t  in Osaka f o r  p o l i t e n e s s ’
sake. He said he would r ide on horseback at 
Sumiyoshi and he ordered to take h is  pet 
Teishaku s o r r e l  w ith  him.
Yasumasa: Did he go with h is  pet Teishaku so r r e l ?
F u j i i : Yes, s i r .
Joruri: " These words o f  the o ld  waitress sounded honest, 
but a spy had reported  o therw ise . "
Yasumasa: Oh, I see, ma’ am. I ’ ve heard that Teishaku Sor re l  i s  
a famous horse unr iva led  in a l l  the more than 
s ix ty  countr ies  o f  Japan. But has he got a
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F u j i i
Yasumasa:
Yasumasa:
Joru r i :
Fu ji i :
Joruri :
spare horse?
Your question i s  rather queer. My master 
Kiyomasa was given the famous s t e ed by the Taiko 
( Hid e y o s h i ) .  He can not have a spare horse .
Then why i s  Teishaku Sorre l  in the s tab le  when 
Lord Higo took i t  the day before yes te rday .  (He 
i s  occupied in th ink ing. )
When I  heard bad rumours a bout Kiyomasa w ith  whom 
I  had long been f r i e n d l y  on b a t t l e f i e l d s  I was 
very  sorry ,  and I couldn’ t understand the meaning 
o f  h i s departure. By order o f  the Ogosho, I  have 
c o me quite w i l l i n g l y .  I t ’ s too bad tha t  you t e l l  
me a l i e .
" F u j i i  thought that ne igh ing  o f  the horse might 
have been heard to him, so she g l oz ed : "
I  d id n ’ t expect that you should speak in such a 
way. I f  Kiyomasa were i l l  and stayed here, how 
should I  conceal i t  from Lord Sakakibara who 
has been my master 's  bes t  f r i e n d  among the 
r e t a in e r s  o f  the Tokugawas? I f  you are so 
susp ic ious, I ’ l l  lead you to the s ta b le .  P lease 
examine y o u r s e l f  i f  there i s  my master ’ s 
horse in the stable or not .  P lease f o l l o w  me, 
"The w a i t ress  conceals the f a c t  audaciously. 
Yasumasa understood the r e a l  s i tu a t ion ,  but he 
did not o b j e c t . "
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Yasumasa: As you speak so d e f i n i t e l y ,  I w i l l  not examine 
m yse l f .  I ’ l l  go back and repor t  to the Ogosho 
that Lord Higo has started  f o r  home in  good 
hea l th .
Fuji i : Then you have no suspicion now?
Yasumasa: No suspicion at a l l !
F u j i i : I ’ l l  t e l l  your message to my master when I go 
home.
Yasumasa: I 'm go ing now.
F u j i i : I 'm sorry I  haven 't  served you even a cup o f  tea.
Yasumasa: Oh, never mind.
J o r u r i : "Yasumasa knew the t r i c k ,  but he was wise
enough to go back smil ing and without speaking any
more in q u is i t i v e  words ."
(Yasumasa goes to the s t a g e  passage and turns back 
sm il ing  and exchanges g lances with F u j i i ,  and 
goes away. F u j i i  f o l l o w s  him with her e y e s . )
F u j i i : I  wonder how Yasumasa has come to know the 
f a c t  that my master 's  horse i s  here in  the 
s tab le  o f  th is  mansion. He i s  so wise and b r a v e .
J o r u r i : "She sighed as she was absorbed in medita t ion ,  
when Danzo opened the s l id in g -d o o r  o f  the a d jo in in g  
room and came into the room.
(Danzo comes in from the l e f t . )
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Denzo: Be ca r e fu l ,  F u j i i - d o n o !
Fuj i i : Secrecy w i l l  leak out. He seemed to have 
guessed that our master was s tay ing  in h is  
room.
Denzo: Just now strange footmen came in .  I  asked our 
footmen who they were, and they said they were
footmen o f  our ne ighbour 's .  I f e l t  suspicious 
and to ld  the page to inquire o f  them at  the 
ne ighbour 's  ga te ,  and I was reported that our 
neighbour had no such footmen. They may be
spies o f  the Kanto fo rc e s .
Fu j i i : I t  might be the cause o f  h is  su sp ic ion . .
Denzo: Les t  a trouble should happen.
F u j i i : Let  us inform our master o f  the f a c t .
Denzo: I ' l l  f o l l o w  the messenger and f ind out i f   
he goes by land or by sea.
f u j i i : And inform the s i tu a t ion ,  p lease.
Denzo: C er ta in ly .
(Denzo goes to the stage-passage. )
f u j i i : P lease  be ca r e fu l .
Denzo: Surely, Ma'am. I 'm  going now. 
(Denzo goes away danc ing. )
Joruri: "Just then Nagayasu Hirano came in from the 
ad jo in in g  room with a spy whom he had 
caught. "
(Nagayasu comes in marching Kakusuke. F u j i i  
look ing  a t  the s i g h t . )
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Fu j i i :
Nagayasu:
Fu j i i : 
Nagayasu:
Kakusuke:
J o ru r i :
Oh, Mr. Hirano! How i s  i t  that you have caught 
a strange footman and taken him here?
This is  sure ly  a spy o f  Sakakibara who came 
here as messenger from Lord Tokugawa ( Iy eyasu ) .  
We knew that Ono was thought less ly  p l o t t in g  to 
k i l l  Yasumasa tonight  on h is  way home. So 
Kiyomasa i s  going on horseback so as to 
prevent i t .  Equip the horse.
Master i s  going out on horseback?
I ’ l l  k i l l  th is  footman as s a c r i f i c e  to h is 
departure .
Oh, I  can ' t  stand i t ! .
(He t r i e s  to escape, but c a n ' t . )
" I t  was a brave s ight  to s e e . "
------- Cu r t a i n ---------
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ACT I I I  Scene I
(The Coppice o f  In a r i  on Chikuden Road. Black cur ta in  in 
the back. Coppice o f  cedars in the r i g h t .  Near i t  a stone 
sh r in e -ga te .  A stone w e l l  in the l e f t .  Wate r  i s  fo l l o w in g  
from the w e l l .  Two pine t re e s  beside the w e l l .  Denzo 
i s  in the middle o f  the stage with h i s  sword unsheathed, 
surrounded by s ix  s o ld i e r s .  Curtain opens w ith  beat ing 
o f  a drum.
S o ld ie r  1:
S o ld ie r  2:
So ld ie r  3:
So ld ie r  4:
So ld ie r  5: 
So ld ie r  6:
You are r e t a in e r  Denzo o f  Lord Higo Kato look ing
a f t e r  the house in h is  absence.
You are be longing to the Osaka fo rc es  and 
never the less  t ry  to prevent us who are waylaying 
f o r  the sake o f  l o y a l t y .
You are, a double dea ler  who s e c r e t l y  communicates 
with the Kanto fo rc es  f o r  your own in t e r e s t s .
Or have you been charmed by a woman and gone 
mad while  departed with your master?
I f  you r e s i s t  u s ------- -
Well  stab and k i l l  you though you are a member o f  
our f o r c e s .
So ld ie r  1: Get away, and -------
Six S o ld ie r s :  Let  us pass.
Double dea le rs  are you ! You v i o l a t e  the regu la t ion s  
o f  our fo r c e s  and try to oppose Lord Tokugawa who 
i s  the guardian. You w i l l  cause grave consequences .
Denzo:
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Soldier 1:
Though you are members of our forces, I can not let  
you behave in your way. I f  you go home now, I ' l l
save your l i v e s .  I f  you try to k i l l  the messenger,
I ' l l  k i l l  every one of you. 
What hatefu l  words he u t t e r s ! -
Sold ier 2: Now le t  u s --------
Six Soldiers :  Make a b lood-offering  o f  him.
Denzo: Come on!
(The six  so ld iers  try to k i l l  him with spears.
Denzo f ights  with them. Nagayasu Hirano appears 
from the back of  the seats and goes to the stage- 
passage.)
Nagayasu: Aren't you Denzo?
Denzo: Oh, you are Lord Hirano!
Na gayasu: I ’l l  f ight  with these fe l lows .  You go and beat 
the van.
Denzo: Certainly, s i r .
Six Soldiers: Come on!
Joru r i :
(Nagayasu goes to the stage and f ights -w ith  the 
six  so ld iers .  Denzo goes out to the right.  
Nagayasu goes away to th e  l e f t  a fter  the six  who 
have f led  that way.
" I t  i s  shortly a fte r  the sunset of a summer day 
This i s  the bank of the Yodo r iver  
His service as messenger being now finished,  
Yasumasa is  on his  way home, 
Walking along the Chikuden Road,
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Accompanied by h is  r e t a in e r s " .
(Sounds o f  waves Yasumasa appears in to  stage- 
passage with a crested lantern in h is  hand, 
accompanied by three so ld i ers  in s i lken  ’ h a o r i " . )
Yasumasa: I  did not choose horseback because I thought
i t was on l y  t h i r t y  miles or so. But i t ’ s a long 
way. Let  us go and res t  a while  there in the 
copp ic e .
Three So ld ie rs :  That ’ s a good idea.
Jo ru r i :  "They walk towards the coppice,
When a footman comes running from behind,
And f in d ing  them he says : "
(Yasumasa goes to the s tage .  Mamesuke appears 
and crosses to the s ta ge . )
Mamesuke: Excuse me, but just  a moment, p lease .
My Lord!
Yasumasa: Oh, you are the footman whom I saw a short while
a g o ?  I  m e a n t  t o  w a i t  fo r  you here .  You are 
 welcome.
Mamesuke: I  came here led by your lantern l i g h t .
Yasumasa: Re ta iners !  You go ahead. I  have something to
talk with th is  man p r i va t e l y .
Three Re ta ine rs :  Yes, my lo rd .
Jo ru r i :  "He l e t  h is  re ta in e rs  go ahead."
(The three r e t a in e r s  go out to the r i g h t . )
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Mamesuke:
Yasumasa:
Mamesuke:
Yasumasa:
Mamesuke:
Yasumasa:
You are w is e , my Lord, you did the same when I  met
you some hours ago, because servants are always 
slanderous. And y o u ' l l  g ive  me a reward f o r  my 
s e r v i c e , I 'm  sure.
I 'm s a t i s f i e d  I  could know by your repor t  the 
f a c t  that Kato was i l l  and stay ing  at h is  mansion 
while he pretended to have gone home.
I  heard rumours about him. So I  became a 
footman to Ikeda, and managed to get  in to  the 
mansion o f  Kato by means of a b o t t l e  o f  wine and 
knew that Teishaku So r r e l  was there in the 
s tab le .  Then, as I guessed you were the messenger 
from the Tokugawas, I informed you o f  the r e p o r t .
I  am such a l o y a l  man. I 'm  sure you w i l l  g iv e  me a 
b ig  reward.
Yes, to be sure. I ' l l  g ive  you a reward in the 
form o f  a bi g  sword.
Eh? Do you mean to k i l l  me?
(He t r i e s  to escape, but i s  cut down by Yasumasa.)
The pe r t inen t  footman might have f ru s t ra ted  Kiyomasa's 
l o y a l  in t e n t i o n .  N ow i t  i s  a l l  r i g h t .  I w i l l  
report  my master that Lord Higo has l e f t  fo r  home
in good health , and a l l  the country w i l l  be
\
p e a c e fu l .
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J o ru r i : "He wipes o f f  the blood and cleans h is  sword.
He i s  indeed a wise person.
Just then a vo ice  i s  heard from among the t r e e s . "
Kiyomasa: Wait a moment, Yasumasa.
Yasuma sa : What?
J o r u r i : "These words were spoken by Kiyomasa,
The wise and brave w arr io r  on horseback,
His v o ic e  was so h o r r ib l e  
That even the coppice was t e r r i f i e d  and resounded."
(Yasumasa goes to the l e f t .  The black curtain 
in the back drops down. The R iver  Yodo i s  seen 
f lo w in g .  The opposite bank i s  seen fa r  in the
d is tance .  The moon o f  candle l i g h t ,  and cedar 
t r e es .  Kiyomasa Kato i s  on horseback.
Yasumasa looks at  h im . )
Yasuma sa : Oh,  you are Lord Higo Kato! I  did not expect you.
What brought you here?
Kiyomasa: I  have something to ta lk  to you, and I
ga l loped  here in sp ite  o f  my i l l n e s s  
and have been wait ing  f o r  you.
J o ru r i : "Though Yasumasa was a brave man. 
He was surprised and h e s i ta ted ,
But at l ast  he determined h is  m ind."
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Yasumasa:
J o ru r i : 
Kiyomasa:
Yasumasa: 
Kiyomasa:
T e l l  me what you are th ink ing.
Now that I know you have been in your mansion 
conceal ing your i l l n e s s and pretending to have 
l e f t  f o r  home, you w i l l  not l e t  me go back s a f e l y .  
I f  you challenge me, I ’ l l  f i g h t  w ith  you. To 
k i l l  or to be k i l l e d  i s  a l o t  o f  a warr ior  I ’m 
quite ready. Make ready f o r  a duel, Kiyomasa.
"He held h im se l f  ready and drew nearer,
When Kiyomasa said s m i l i n g -----: "
Ha, ha, ha, ha. Well  said, Yasumasa. You and I 
have long been in t imate  f r i e n d s .  But as i t  i s  
common to w arr io rs  that two fr ien ds  f i g h t  when 
causes occur. I quite appreciate  your words. 
However, as I know your good in ten t ion ,  I have no 
bad f e e l i n g  aga inst  you.
What do you say?
To t e l l  you the truth, when I was going home a f t e r  
leave  taking, Doken Ono and h is  son were speaking 
many slanderous words in the Castle of Osaka, and I 
feared they might cause a grave consequence.
So I  have been staying in my mansion pretending 
to have l e f t  f o r  my home place, fo r  the purpose o f  
he lp ing  the l o y a l  Katsumoto K a t a g i r i .  And you 
suddenly ca l led  on me a while  ago as messenger.
Of course I have no in ten t ion  to oppose the Ogosho 
( I yeyasu ) .  The reason I  did not see you then was
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Yasumasa:
Kiyomasa:
Jorur i :
Yasumasa:
as I  sa id .  Then I heard that some wicked people 
were f o o l i s h l y  p l o t t in g  to k i l l  you on your way 
back. So I immediately came out r id in g  and drove 
o f f  the f o o l i s h  f e l l o w s  and have been w a it ing  f o r 
you here in th is  coppice. I  saw you k i l l  the spy 
s e c r e t l y .  I  was much impressed by your good 
w i l l  to keep peace.
Now I understand you have been s e c r e t l y  in Osaka 
not because you suspected the Ogosho's mind but
because you meant to con tro l  Ono , h is  son and 
others .  Besides you kindly rode up here so as to 
prevent the men in ambush from k i l l i n g  me. Moreover 
you r i g h t l y  understood my mind when I k i l l e d  the 
footman. You have no bad f e e l i n g  aga ins t  the 
Ogosho?
No, never .  As the Ogosho i s  such a wise 
person, a l l  Japan w i l l  n a tu ra l ly  come to be 
ru led by h i m. I knew i t  years  ago.
"Yasumasa was much surprised
To hear these words o f  Kiyomasa,
Which see through and f o r e t e l l  the fu ture "
I am surprised by your keen in s i g h t .  My master 
has no in ten t ion  to usurp the throne o f  Toyotomi.
He simply d es ir es  that the world be peace fu l ,  and 
al l  h is  plannings come from h is  in ten t ion  to make 
people f e e l  at ease.
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J o r u r i : "Though he speaks nothing o f  i t ,  
Yasumasa f e e l s  sorry o f  his t r ick  
And h i s sin i s  redeemed.
Kiyomasa nods and s ig h s . "
Kiyomasa: I t  may be use less  to say, but i f  such a l o y a l  
person as you shoold be in the Castle o f  
Osaka he lp ing the U da i j in ,  I  could go away at 
ease .
Yasumasa : Ka t a g i r i  and  Hirano are the only r e l i a b l e  persons.
Kiyomasa: The Mother b e l i e v e s  the wicked Doken Ono and
h is  son.
Yasumasa: Her name is  Yodo, and she is  a s shallow as the 
R iv e r  Yodo.
Kiyomasa: The ru le r  may be compared to a s h i p ---- ----
Yasumasa: And the subjects ,  t o the water.
Kiyomasa: Here i s  a very dangerous ------
The two: Aby ss .
Joruri : "Drops o f  tears  were seen
In eyes which had never wept
The R iver  Yodo seemed
As i f  i t  were increas ing  the water,
When the drops o f  tears  f e l l  into i t .
(The three r e ta in e r s  appear in  the r i g h t . )
Three r e t a in e r s :  We've come t o  meet you.
Yasumasa: Thank you. Then, so long, Kiyomasa.
K i y omasa: Well ,  Yasumasa
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Yasumasa: I 'm  going now.
Joruri: "The brave and the lo y a l
Parted each other to the east and west
Their f a i t h f u l  hearts  were as c lea r
As the moonlight on the banks o f  the R iver  Yodo.
(Sounds o f  waves. Yasumasa i s  go ing out accompanied
by the r e t a in e r s . )
Kiyomasa: Just a moment. When you go back to Fushimi,
p lease t e l l  your master: I congratulate that
h is  long cherished des ire  i s  now accomplished. I f  
I  should d ie  o f  i l l n e s s ,  I  should never bear a 
grudge aga inst  him. I only en trea t  him that he 
would take care of Lord H ideyor i .  P lease t e l l  
him what I  am th inking.
Yasumasa: I ’m struck w ith  your words. When our des ire  i s  
completed, we should enshrine you, Kiyomasa. 
Then please d i s p e l l  your resentment.
Kiyomasa: I ’ l l  thank you in the Hades.
Yasumasa: What?
Kiyomasa: My best regards to the Ogosho.
Yasumasa: So long.
J o r u r i : "He goes back to Fushimi . "
(Sounds o f  waves. Yasumasa goes out accompanied 
by h is  three r e t a in e r s  Kiyomasa fo l lo w s  them 
with h is  eyes.  Sound o f  a temple b e l l . )
Kiyomasa:
Kiyomasa:
My l i f e  i s  d e c l in in g  as the moon. A vo ice  o f  a 
cuckoo i s  heard from among the clouds th is  summer 
evening.
(Denzo and Nagayasu come from behind the bush.
The three exchanges g lances.  Wooden c la p p e rs . )  
Soon I ’ l l  go home never to return again.
(A temple b e l l  i s  heard aga in . )
Curtain
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